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Act enacted that there should be a demise of the Crown upon the
Act receiving the royal assent and provided for the exclusion of
Edward VIII. and his issue from the succession to the Throne. Prior
to the signature of the declaration of abdication the King's intention
had been communicated informally to the Dominion Governments
by the Prime Minister of the -United Kingdom. Upon signature
the declaration was formally communicated to the Dominion
Governments.1
No attempt can be made to list the duties which fall to the Duties
Sovereign to perform in person. Many formal acts of government
require her participation. Many State papers require her signature
and of the contents of others she is required to be informed. The
Prime Minister keeps her informed of all conclusions of the Cabinet.
As a constitutional monarch she is bound to act on the advice of her
Ministers. She may, however, temper their counsel and offer guid-
ance from her own fund of experience in affairs. But she cannot
reject the final advice they offer without bringing about their resigna-
tion and replacement by other Ministers. Much light has been
thrown upon the exact tasks which were performed by the Sovereign
in the early part of the twentieth century by Sir Harold Nicolson's
biography of King George V.2 In particular it appears that the
Sovereign, even before the days when Cabinet conclusions were
first recorded and reported by the Secretariat, could insist upon the
advice of the Cabinet being given in written form, if he felt that it
was dangerous or opposed to the wishes of the people. This was so
that the King could record in writing the misgivings and reluctance
with which he followed the advice of his Cabinet? The r61e of the
Sovereign is to advise, encourage and warn Ministers in respect of
the recommendations which they make. This is a rdle which in-
creases in importance as experience is acquired in dealing with
successive Ministers. The Private Secretary to the Sovereign must
necessarily play an intimate role in conducting communications
between the Sovereign and his Ministers. This office is filled on the
personal selection of the Sovereign. Constitutional propriety forbids
consultation by the Sovereign with Privy Councillors or others who
are outside the ranks of Ministers in office unless it be with their
consent. Equally it is not for the Queen to initiate action of her own
accord. She holds formal meetings of her Privy Council, gives
audiences, e.g. to her Ministers, receives the credentials of foreign
diplomatic representatives, holds investitures and confers honours
and decorations. Her patronage, exSf cisaBIe on ministerial advice, is
wide. Her consent is needed for all major appointments which are
1 Pp. 465-6, post.  For a brief account of the separate action taken by the
Dominions.
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